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Dear Ms. Mochon:

Jessica Capitoni, Treasurer -

Dauphin

K 0 k d Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Office of Developmental
P5lde:Pd

ast
Programs (ODP) Advance Notice of Final Rulemaking that was published on

Maureen Westcatt, PCE August 19. 2017. The Arc of Pennsylvania is a statewide nonprofit organization
Representative-Lancaster j that provides advocacy and resources for people with intellectual and

developmental disabilities and their families. We have over 8,000 members
Mi Bartelmay- Mercer and 33 local chapters. The Arc of PennsyLvania and its chapters are first and
Frankaartali-Luzerne foremost advocates and we also provide services. Our perspective is unique in

that we are Led by people with disabilities and their families yet we know the
CInaS’Dlas- Greene chaLlenges of providing services.
Hallam Harper- Montgomery
Gary Homer-Allegheny
rdK3 fmn The Arc of Pennsylvania sincerely appreciates ODP’s extensive efforts to solicit
urn !sss- roth public comment on the most all-encompassing regulatory effort in its history.
M,cnaet &.4ens.Delaware I
Lucille P:ggatt.Prawl-Manroe In our previous comments, we expressed our overall concern for the breadth
Laura Phnciatta-Phltzdelflio and depth of the proposed regulations. As family members and providers, we
ChrispherSchwe1k: - saw the overabundance of regulatory requirements that we believe would

Sara Wolff- Lackawanna negatively impact the people we serve. We felt encouraged by ODP’s
receptiveness to our concerns and we are very eager to see a more
streamlined set of regulations that assure quality services without

Maureen Crnnin hamstringing those most interested in meetin° the unique needs of each&ecutr,-PD,rettor =
person we serve. In this light, we respectively request ODP to issue an
Advance Notice of the regulations prior to ODP’s submission to the
Independent Regulatory Review Commission.
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Below are The Arc of Pennsylvania’s recommendations for § 6100.571 Fee scheduLe rates.

S 6100.571

We are pleased to see the additional language that recognizes the costs of benefits, training,
recruitment and most importantly the service needs of the individual.

5 6100.571 (b)

When rates are developed, The Arc of Pennsylvania requests that the Department share aa
the data indexes and reports used to deveLop rates. Full transparency of what tools were used
Will increase our assurance that the rates were developed based on valid data.

Many of our chapters provide onLy one area of service delivery, i.e. day supports or
employment support. They are not in a position to offset any significant tosses from other
reimbursed services. The most frequent response from our chapters regarding this Advance
Notice is their concern for refreshing rates “at Least every 3 years”. If a service is truly
underfunded, the chapter would not be in a position to wait 3 years for resolution. They
wouLd be forced to stop providing services and critical family supports would no Longer be
available in whole areas of the state.

§ 6100.571 (c)(1)

We appreciate substituting ‘service” for ‘support”.

The Arc of Pennsylvania thanks the Office of DevelopmentaL Programs again for the
opportunity to provide comments on these proposals, and we look forward to continuing our
efforts to improve the everyday lives of PennsyLvanians with disabilities.

Sincerely,

Maureen Cronin


